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During the morning of the 12th a case, suspected to be of variola, was 
found in the person of a discharged soldier of U. S. Signal Corps, a 
passenger by said transport. I was immediately called in consultation, 
and, the case having been decided to be one of mild smallpox, I at once 
arranged with the Japanese authorities for the disinfection of the ship 
at their quarantine station. 

As not less than 1,000 men were ashore in Yokohama and Tokyo, and 
to collect them promptly was impossible, the ship was held under strict 
isolation until daylight of the 13th, when, all hands being on board, 
she was sent to quarantine. I visited the ship and station on the after- 
noon of the 13th during the process of disinfection and am satisfied that 
the measures of precaution required by the quarantine regulations were 
duly taken, and in exactly the same manner as in the case of a native 
steamer. 

I have enjoined vaccination of all apparently requiring repetition of 
the operation, most if not all of those on board having repeatedly been 
vaccinated while in Manila. 

I should add that, as regards the Grant, the commanding officer of 
the troops, Col. J. 0. Truemann, First North Dakota Volunteers ; the 
acting assistant quartermaster in charge, Captain Baker ; the several 
surgeons of the command, and, in fact, all the officers, without excep- 
tion, have given frank, cordial, and most efficient support to me in the 
performance of my duty. 

Eespectfully, yours, Stuabt Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Inspection at the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, August 29, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At the 
City of Mexico for the week ended August 28, 181 passengers were 
inspected, 179 passed, and 2 detained and baggage disinfected. Of 
passengers for Havana and New York, via Vera Cruz, 8 were inspected 
and passed. At Monterey for the week ended August 26, 74 pas- 
sengers were inspected and passed. At San Luis Potosi for the week 
ended August 26, 12 passengers were inspected and passed. The gen- 
eral increase in the number of passengers is due to excursions which 
are being run at this time by all of the lines entering Mexico. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 

Inspection service at the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, September 5, 1899. 
Sir : 1 have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At the 
City of Mexico 140 passengers, bound for the United States, were 
inspected, passed, and 4 detained, and baggage disinfected ; of passen- 
gers for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz, 10 were inspected and 
passed. At Monterey, for the week ended September 1, 36 passengers 
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were inspected, 35 passed, and 1 detained, and baggage disinfected. At 
San Luis Potosi, for the week ended September 2, 12 passengers were 
inspected and passed. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Suegeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Yellow fever in Orizaba. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, August SO, 1899. 

Sie : I have the honor to inform you that pursuant to my telegram 
to you of August 27, announcing the probable infection of Orizaba with 
yellow fever, and also my intended departure for that place on August 
29, I arrived in Orizaba on the afternoon of the latter date, and from 
information obtained from Dr. Nicolas Diaz and the registrar of the 
city was able to verify the report. The conditions essential to the infect- 
ing of the town were not supposed to exist prior to about August 10, 
when the heavy rains, upon which the healthfulness of the place so 
largely depended, ceased and a season of unusually warm weather super- 
vened. The result of this temporary drouth was an accumulation all 
over the town of large quantities of refuse matter, the unusual pres- 
ence of which attracted my attention at once. 

The houses in the infected area are situated in the lowest part of the 
town, where stagnant water and filth are everywhere seen. The better 
or higher portion of Orizaba is presumably not infected, at least there 
is no evidence of it at the present time. The 6 cases which developed 
in Orizaba were found in the same block, and in a portion of the town 
contiguous to the yard of the railway (Mexican) running from Vera 
Cruz and Cordova. The persons infected, 5 men and 1 woman, were of 
the very lowest class of peons, and their surroundings were very filthy. 
Three of the cases occurred in the same house, 2 of them being man 
and wife, the third a near relative. It was clearly proved that none 
of these cases had been contracted outside of Orizaba, although the 
case which first caused the infection died on July 18, and was probably 
contracted by sleeping in a freight car lately from Cordova, and partly 
filled with freight from that place. On July 24, in a house across the 
street from the block afterwards infected, a peon was found suffering 
from the disease, the source of infection in this case being a large num- 
ber of parcels which were left there for safe-keeping by other peons 
employed up and down the railroad. This case recovered. At this 
time, however, no attempt was made to disinfect the premises. 

The first case from this supposed focus occurred on August 15, and 
the last death took place on August 26. Of these 6 cases all died, and 
the post-mortem examination held on 2 of the cadavers by Dr. Diaz 
revealed the pathological changes usually found in this disease. I am 
informed that the houses wherein these cases occurred have been disin- 
fected by formaldehyde gas. The registrar reports 18 deaths from yel- 
low fever in Orizaba to August 29. The total number of cases can not 
be determined, but it is probably larger than one would naturally sup- 
pose. I will endeavor to keep you regularly informed as to the status 
of this disease in Orizaba in the future. While before this focus was 
established in Orizaba, it was the universal opinion that the place was 
noninfectible, the president of the board of health here, Dr. Sicioga, 



